

The Qomicaii Hijloryof 

Doe dreamc and mantle like a (landing pond* 

And do a wilfull ftilnefleentertaine. 

With purpofe to be drcfl in an opinion 
Ofwifedome,grauicy,profound conceit. 

As who (hould fay, I am fir Oracle, 

And when I ope my lips, let no dog barke, 

0 my Anthonio, I do know of thofe 
That therefore onely are reputed wife 
For faying nothing j when I am very fure 

If they fhould fpeakc,would almoft dam thofe eareJ, 

Which hearing them would call their brothers fooles. 

He tell thee more of this another time. 

But fifir not with this melancholy baite. 

For this foole gudgin,this opinion : 

Come good Lorenzo arwell a while, 
lie end my exhortation after dinner. 

Loren. Well, we will leaue you then till dinner time. 

1 mull be one ofthefe fame dumbc wife men. 

For Gratiano neuer lets me fpeake. 

Cjra. W ell,keepe me company but two yeares moe. 

Thou (halt not know the found of thine owne tongue. 
^»,Farwell,Ile grow a talker for this gearc. 

Cra.Thanks ifaith,for filence is onely commendable 
In a neats tongue dried, and a maide not vendable. 

Exeunt. 

An. It is that any thing now. 

Bajf.Gratuino fpeakes an infinite deale of nothing,more then 
any man in t^Venice, his reafons are as two graines of wheate 
hid in two bufhels of chaffe : you (hall leeke all day ere you 
findethem, and when you haue them, they are not worth the 
fcarch. 

Ant. Well, tell me now what Lady is the fame 
T o whom you fwore a fecret pilgrimage. 

That you to day promifd to tell me of. 

BaJf.Tis not vnknowne to you Anthonio, 

How much I haue difablcd mine eftate. 
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the <£\£er chant of Venice* 

gy fomething (hewing a more fwelling port, 

Then my faint meanes would grant continuance * 

Nor do I now make moane to be abridg’d 
From fuch a noble rate,but my cheefe care 
Is to come fairely off from the great debts 
Wherein my time fomething too prodigal! 

Hath left me gag’d : to you Anthonio , 

I owe the mott in money and in loue, ✓ 

And from your loue I haue a warranty 
To vnburthen all my plots and purpofes 
How to get cleere of all the debts I owe. 

Anthoo I pray you good Bajftinto, let me know it. 

And if it ftand as you your felfe ftill do. 

Within the eye of honour, be affured 
My purfe,my perfon, my extremeft meanes 
Lie all vnlockt to your occafions. 

Bajf.ln my fchoole dayes*when I had loft one (haft, . 

I (hot his fellow ofthefelfc-fame flight 

The felfe-fame way ,with more aduifed watcn 
To finde the other foorth,and by aduentring both, 

I oft found both : I vrge this chiU Ufaood proofe, 

Bccaufc what followes, is pure inno cence* 

I owe you much, and like a wilfull youth. 

That which I owe is loft, but if you pleafe 
To fhoote another arrow that felfe way 
Which you did (hoote the firft, I do not doubt, 

As I will watch the ayme or to finde both. 

Or bring your latter hazard backe againc, , 

And thankfully reft debter for the firft. 

Ant. You know me well,and hcereinfpend but time 
To winde about my loue with circumftancc. 

And out of doubt you do me now mor e wrong* 

In making qucftion of my vttermoft. 

Then if you had made wafte of all I haue t 
Then do but fay to me, what 1 (hould do. 

That in your knowledge may by me be d©ne 3 







200 210 220 230 



240 



250 


260 270 280 



290 


300 









